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Hymns for St Peter's Day 29th June 2008

CP13
Te lucis ante terminum

A: Festal tone
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B: Ferial tone
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Latin, before 8th Century, tr. J M Neale 1818-1866

CP216
Song 67
Melody and bass: Orlando Gibbons 1583-1625
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1.
Give us the wings of faith to rise

within the veil, and see

the saints above, how great their joys,

how bright their glories be.


3.
Once they were mourning here below,

their couch was wet with tears;

they wrestled hard, as we do now,

with sins and doubts and fears.



2.
We ask them whence their victory came:

they, with united breath,

ascribe their conquest to the Lamb,

their triumph to his death.


4.
They marked the footsteps that he trod,

his zeal inspired their breast,

and, following their incarnate God,

possess the promised rest.

5.
Our glorious Leader claims our praise

for his own pattern given;

while the long cloud of witnesses

show the same path to heaven.


Isaac Watts (1674-1748)

CP14
Tallis's Canon



Verses 1, 3 and 5
as adapted by Thomas Ravenscroft
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1.
Glory to thee, my God. this night

for all the blessings of the light;

keep me, O keep me, King of kings,

beneath thy own almighty wings
3.
Teach me to live, that I may dread

the grave as little as my bed:

teach me to die, that so I may

rise glorious at the aweful day.
5.
When in the night I sleepless lie,

my soul with heavenly thoughts supply;

let no ill dreams disturb my rest,

powers of darkness me molest.


Verses 2, 4 and 6
Tallis's original harmony (melody in tenor)
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(or see alternative setting)

2.
Forgive me, Lord, for thy dear Son,

the ill that I this day have done,

that with the world, myself and thee,

I, ere I sleep, at peace may be.
4.
O may my soul on thee repose,

and with sweet sleep my eyelids close,

sleep that may me more vigorous make

to serve my God when I awake.
6.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

praise him, all creatures here below,

praise him above, angelic host,

praise father, Son, and Holy Ghost


Thomas Ken (1637-1711)



Alternative setting for verse 6
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